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Putting damp in  
its place 



Accurate assessment        A damp structure must be 
assessed in its entirety. Problems can arise when moi-
sture is sealed in. One litre of water will generate 
approx. 1600 litres of water vapour. Assessment of the 
overall structure will then indicate the suitability of one 
of two possible options. If the moisture content is able 
to equalise, the substrate can be provided with an initi-
al coat of Wecryl 124, a primer specifically designed for 
damp substrates, and then waterproofed with West-
Wood systems. If this is not possible, the WestWood 
Weplus System 251 Vapour Release Mesh is used. 

Trapped moisture  There are buildings where the 
surface to be coated is already resting on a waterproo-
fing layer. This could be the case with cantilever balco-
ny plates, for instance. The concrete slab is usually 
waterproofed with overlaid polymer-modified bitumen 
sheets.  If a new waterproofing system is then applied 
to the damp overlay, the moisture will be trapped in the 
overlay between the polymer-modified bitumen sheets 
and the waterproofing system. As a result the moisture 
is unable to escape and the potential vapour pressure 
that builds up is a possible cause of damage in such 
constructions. 
  
The solution for damp substrates  The Weplus 
System 251 Vapour Release Mesh allows substrates to 
be refurbished without the damp overlay having to be 
removed. The process involves bonding the compressi-
on-resistant Weplus 251 Vapour Release Mesh to the 
prepared mineral substrate. The dimples on the under-
side of the mesh bond to the substrate and at the same 
time provide channels that allow the water vapour 
released from the overlay to escape to the atmosphere. 
The open edges are generally used as vents where 
required. These vents can be concealed. 

 

Reliable waterproofing        Once the Weplus 251 
Vapour Release Mesh has been installed, the surface is 
waterproofed by applying the fleece-reinforced Wecryl 
R 230 waterproofing resin to all upstand details and 
joints. Afterwards Wecryl RS 233 Self-Levelling Mortar 
is applied as a load-distributing and protective layer. 
Depending on the client‘s preference, the finish can be 
smooth with chips, have a non-slip texture or a colou-
red quartz topping. The result is a dependable, moistu-
re-equalising, compression-resistant waterproofing 
system that is also attractive. After suitable preparati-
on, the surfacing and waterproofing can generally be 
carried out in just one day. 

Advantages of the Weplus 251 Vapour Release Mesh 
• Rapid refurbishment 
• Dependable waterproofing 
• Can be safely applied to damp substrates 
• Controlled drying of damp mineral substrates 
• Compression-resistant build-up of layers 
• Tried and tested system with excellent references 
• Expensive stripping and removal of existing water-

proofing is avoided 
• Avoidance of dirt and noise 
• Many decorative design options 
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Putting damp in its place 
Planned waterproofing and surfacing systems often face the challenge that the substrate to be coated contains a 
high level of residual moisture. In such cases it not just the moisture content at the very surface that presents a 
problem. The lower layers of the substrate can also be extremely damp.  The WestWood Weplus System 251 
Vapour Release Mesh effectively decouples damp substrates and allows the water vapour to escape from the 
waterproofing layer. 


